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Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre and Telix receive Cancer Australia 

research grant 
 

Melbourne (Australia) – 19th December 2019. Telix Pharmaceuticals Limited (ASX: TLX) is 
pleased to announce that Telix collaborator Professor Frédéric Hollande from the University of 
Melbourne Centre for Cancer Research, Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre and 
colleagues have been successful in their Cancer Australia grant application entitled “The 
Preclinical Validation of Radio-labelled Girentuximab as a Theranostic Agent in Metastatic 
Colorectal Cancer”. The successful grant application was announced today by Cancer 
Australia.  

The grant was awarded under Cancer Australia’s Priority-driven Collaborative Cancer 
Research Scheme, an annual national research project grants funding scheme that brings 
together government and other funders to collaboratively fund cancer research in Australia. 

Girentuximab is Telix’s proprietary monoclonal antibody agent (TLX250) which targets the 
tumour-related antigen carbonic anhydrase IX (CAIX) that is expressed in several cancers, 
including kidney and colorectal cancer.   

The research builds on a prior successful preclinical collaboration to establish the link between 
CAIX and colorectal cancer in surgical tissue samples. This new research project will be 
undertaken over three years and will explore whether girentuximab has potential as a 
Molecularly Targeted Radiation (MTR) agent for the imaging and treatment of inoperable, 
metastatic colorectal cancer (advanced bowel cancer that has spread to other parts of the 
body). 

Telix’s Director of R&D, Dr Michael Wheatcroft said “We congratulate Professor Hollande and 
his research colleagues at the University of Melbourne and the Victorian Comprehensive 
Cancer Centre on being successful in their Cancer Australia grant application. Telix is 
committed to exploring new potential indications for its Molecularly Targeted Radiation assets 
and is delighted to support local Australian researchers in their work to find new options for 
patients with advanced colorectal cancer who have exhausted the standard options.” 

The work being undertaken by Prof Hollande and colleagues will examine CAIX expression, 
and girentuximab’s ability to target CAIX, in pre-clinical models of colorectal cancer. It is 
anticipated that the results of this work would enable the translation to clinical trials using radio-
isotope labelled girentuximab in patients with advanced colorectal cancer. 

In 2018 over 17,000 patients were diagnosed with colorectal cancer (CRC) in Australia(1). 
Approximately 25% of these patients will present with stage IV or metastatic CRC (mCRC). 
Furthermore, out of the patients who originally present with local disease only, >25% will 
subsequently develop mCRC(2). Over 80% of patients presenting with stage IV CRC have 
inoperable metastatic tumours(3), and systemic chemotherapy is therefore the primary 
treatment modality. Many of these patients do not respond to standard chemotherapy and their 
survival outlook is extremely poor. Hence, there is a major need to develop new treatment 
approaches for patients with inoperable mCRC. 
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About Telix Pharmaceuticals Limited 

Telix Pharmaceuticals Limited is a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company focused on the 
development of diagnostic and therapeutic products using Molecularly Targeted Radiation 
(MTR). The company is headquartered in Melbourne with international operations in Brussels 
(EU), Kyoto (JP) and Indianapolis (US). Telix is developing a portfolio of clinical-stage 
oncology products that address significant unmet medical need in prostate, kidney and brain 
(glioblastoma) cancer. Telix is listed on the Australian Securities Exchange (ASX: TLX). For 
more information visit www.telixpharma.com. 
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Important Information 

This announcement does not constitute an offer to sell, or a solicitation of an offer to buy, securities in the United 
States, or in any other jurisdiction in which such an offer would be illegal. The securities referred to herein have not 
been and will not be registered under the United States Securities Act of 1933 (the “US Securities Act”), or under the 
securities laws of any state or other jurisdiction of the United States and may not be offered or sold within the United 
States, unless the securities have been registered under the US Securities Act or an exemption from the registration 
requirements of the US Securities Act is available.  


